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Abstract

COVID-19 has multiple impacts on some rights more than others. This pandemic has
affected well-established rights, which are difficult if not impossible to avoid internationally,

legislatively, judicially, or doctrinally.
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This study is concerned with the rights relating to the fate and survival of nations as well
as the safety and security of nationals. These are the elements of this challenging equation,

which aims to strike a constructive balance considering the subtlety of its elements.

In the midst of this tensed atmosphere, the phenomenon of expulsion of foreigners from
pandemic-affected countries rose. It seems to be one of the most important effects of
COVID-19 on rights in view of its consequences on the future of humans, the stands of

countries, the provisions of international conventions, and international organizations.

This highlights one of the most prominent human rights affected by Covid-19 in the light
of international conventions as well as the mechanisms and causes for the desired balance
between the right to freedom of movement and the imposition of restrictive precautionary

measures.

The study will attempt to discuss the expulsion of foreigners from pandemic-affected
countries both theoretically and practically, which necessitates addressing three aspects:
Firstly, tracking the legal characterization of how countries have dealt with foreigners.
Secondly, examining the position of comparative legislation on the issue in France, Egypt,
and the UAE. Thirdly, examining the various approaches of countries towards the expulsion
of foreigners in the wake of the pandemic and illustrating the validity of the decisions of

expulsion issued during the pandemic.

The study then tackles a precise question: is Covid-19 considered an exceptional circumstance
that allows States to deport foreigners from its territory? This requires scrutiny of three issues:
Firstly, the essence of an exceptional circumstance from a health perspective, in particular the
health reasons that authorize countries the right to deport foreigners. Secondly, the relation
between Covid-19 and public order, the legal rationale for the deportation of foreigners
whose presence pose a threat to public order, and the position of international conventions
on the permissibility of restricting human rights to protect public order. Thirdly, the reasons

for the criticism directed at public order as a justification for the deportation of foreigners.

key Words: Deportation of foreigners - Covid-19 - human rights - characterization -

comparative legislation - health reasons - public order.
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FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT

Stringency of government containment measures (as of 18 April 2020)

The criteria are:
Lockdown or
curfew; border
closure, domestic
travel restrictions,
schools closures
and limits on public
gathering.
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UNITED NATIONS Geospatial April 2020
The boundaries and i ignations used on tis map iy offcial endorsement or acoeptance by the United Natcns.

Source: https://covidtracker.bsg.ox.ac.uk/stringency-maj
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ACHR American Convention on Human Rights
UDHR Universal Declaration of Human Rights
ICESCR International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
ICCPR International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
EC Treaty  European Community Treaty
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